NETHERLANDS
 2516
 NETHERLANDS
 
began at once, and several of the most prom-
inent and patriotic citizens, among them the
Counts Egmont and Hoorne, were put to
death. In 1568 William of Orange, who had
escaped death by withdrawing from the coun-
try, returned and undertook its liberation.
During the war which followed, many pros-
perous Dutch towns endured sieges and were
sacked when captured. The hatred for Alva
increased, and as Philip II was not satisfied
with the effects of his rule, he recalled him
and sent in his place Requesens.
In 1576 the southern provinces entered into
an alliance with the northern provinces, which
was known as the Pacification of Ghent; but
Alexander Farnese, who became viceroy of
the Low Countries in 1578, was able by diplo-
matic measures to separate the southern prov-
inces from, the northern and to induce the
former to return to their allegiance to Spain.
The northern provinces, however, by the
Union of Utrecht, in 1579, declared their in-
dependence of Spain. William of Orange now
became the ruler of Holland and Zeeland,
and the Duke of Anjou, the brother of Henry
III of France, assumed control of the other
provinces. In 1584 William of Orange was
assassinated. From this time on, Philip was
too much occupied with affairs in France and
England to give much attention to the Neth-
erlands, but Austria carried on the struggle
against the United Provinces, and although
the Dutch were everywhere successful on the
sea, the country was desolated by the wars
and a twelve years' truce was concluded
in 1609.
The independence of the Netherlands was
now recognized by all the powers except
Spain, but it was not fully assured until the
Peace of Westphalia, at the close of the
Thirty Years' War in 1648. In the seven-
teenth century the Netherlands became one
of the foremost commercial and maritime
powers in the world, and for a long time
maintained dominion on the sea. The south-
ern provinces were ruled first by Spain and
then by Austria, and in 1797 they came under
the power of the French Republic. In 1806
Napoleon made the Netherlands into a king-
dom for his brother Louis Bonaparte, and
in, 1810 this kingdom was united with France.
The Congress of Vienna in 1815 joined Bel-
gium and the Netherlands in a single king-
dom with William I, the son of the last stadt-
holder, as king. This arrangement -was very
unsatisfactory, as the inhabitants of Belgium
 were almost all Catholics and the inhabitants
of the Netherlands were with few exceptions
Protestants. In 1830 Belgium declared itself
independent, and although the king of the
Netherlands made determined efforts to put
down the revolt, the European powers at
length intervened and guaranteed the inde-
pendence of Belgium.
The people of Holland under William II
and William III obtained increased freedom
and prosperity. Upon the death of William
III, in 1890, Wilhelmina became queen, un-
der the regency of her mother. In 1908 she
became of age, and was formally crowned
queen. In 1898 The Hague was chosen as
the meeting place of the International Peace
Congress, and following this came the estab-
lishment at The Hague of an International
Tribunal for arbitration.
Sorely Tried "by War. The period of the
World War was critical for the Hollanders,
as they were restricted in their commerce
both by the allied blockade and the German
submarine warfare. At times the importa-
tion of necessary foodstuffs was so curtailed
that the poorer classes suffered greatly. In
spite of these difficulties the little kingdom
maintained its neutrality and won the re-
spect of all the belligerents, especially as it
gave impartial aid to refugee's of all coun-
tries. In the spring of 1918 considerable
feeling was shewn against the United States
because of the President's requisition of
eighty-seven Dutch ships in American har-
bors, to be used for allied war purposes.
Fortunately the incident caused no break
between the two countries, though the Neth-
erlands government, fearing German retalia-
tion, protested vigorously against President
Wilson's action. Early in 1919 most of these
ships were returned.
At the close of the war there was mueh
social unrest in Holland, as in many other
countries throughout the world, and for a
time a bolshevik revolution was feared. An-
other cause of anxiety was the feeling aroused
when the former emperor of Germany sought
refuge in Holland at the time of his abch'ea-.
tion. The government, considering him a
private individual, refused to interfere with
him, as that would violate the right of sanc-
tuary. In 1920 the country refused to de-
liver him to the allied nations for trial.
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